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THE OCEAN DISASTER.

Public Opinion on the Loss of
the Atlantic.

The Metropolis Thrilled by the Terrors
of the Great Shipwreck.

WHAT THE PEOPLE THINK.

Fears for the Loved Ones That
May Be Lost.

THE COMPANY'S OFFICERS INTERVIEWED.

They Defend the Captain's Character and Deny
the Charge of Petly Economy.

WHAT THE CITY MOURNS

A Bridal Party Swallowed
by the Sea.

Public Sympathy Strained to
the Utmost.

WAITING FOR THE TIDINGS.

Boenes About the Company’s Offices and
at Public Reaorts.

OPINIONS OF SEAFARING MEN.

The ahadow of an awful gloom Impended over the
oity yesterday In consequence of the Intelligence
conveyed by the morning papers, giving in meagre
form the facts of the losa of over seven hundred
flives by the wreck of the steamship Atlantie. It
was, (ndeed, a “calamity,” and eof such terrible
proportions that men pansed in the selflsh bostie
of business te bestow a few words of sympathizing
comment upon the unfortunate souls so untimely
burried out of the world.

THE FOCUR OF ANXIETY,
of sourae, was about the office of the White Star
line, at, Broadway and Bowling Green, where, from
early morning until dark, a stream of heartsick
end angulsh-stricken inguirers sought {nformation
of the expected ones from over the sea. Mr.
Bparka, the general agent of the line, and Mr.
Gartner, the passenger agent, were especially
looked for, a8 all inquirers strove to reach the lead-
ing officials, but there was no clerk or other
Rttaché of the ofMce who was not questioned hun-
dreds of times on the sabject, until the repetition
of the painfal replies, that they had no further in-
telligence from London or the scene of the wreck,
became monotonovs in the extreme. There was ne
BOENE OF EXCITEMENT

puch as might be anticipated would have taken
place under circumstauces so fraught with grief to
those concerned. The anxieus callers came singly
In some instances, and at times in groups of two
or three, but it was seldom that more than one
person of the group had, or supposed that he
bad, relatives on board the ill-'ated ahip.

“Have you any news of the people saved from
the Atlantic?" asked 8 man whose {ace was be-
grimed with the smudge of labor and the sweat
ol anxiety.

“We have not received anything later than that
contained in the morning papers,” repled Mr.
Gartner. “Do yom expect any one hy that vessel?"

“] do," replied the workman : “‘my wife and child
peven year old."

“Why do yeu think they might bave been aboard
the Atlantic?'’ inquired Mr. Gartner.

“Well, sir, 1 sent them the money in January to

come over, and told
MY WIFE

In the letter to come by this line; and the last let-
ter 1 got, elght days ago yesterday, she said she
expected to start about the middie or end of last
month. I got no letter since, and I think 1t's kely
phe was on the Atlantic. She was going to sall
from Queenstown."

“Well, my friend,” responded Mr. Gartner, “we
cannot give you any intelligence yet, but as soon
na we receive it we shall be only too glad to make
It public, #o a8 to at least quiet the fears of the
anxious people whose friends are not on board.
We have called into service every means that
money or human ability can command, both to
sbtain the full passenger list and the names of
the passengers saved, as well as to assist those
who have been rescued. Meantlme I only hope
for the best.”

The poor man winced a little under this chilling
ponselation and responded, “Yes; that's all we
can do now, I 8'pose, to hope."

A cluster of listeners had gathered about while
this dialogue progressed, most of them wearing
clothea that betokened them as belonging to the
laboring class. They surrounded the speakers and
craned their necks forward to bear what words of
hope or promise the agent might have to utter.

THESE BCENES

were multiplied hundreds of times during the day
sud the conversation in all cases was of the same
tenor. Business peemed to have ceased almost
entirely behind the desks and counters and the
clerks were eagerly interviewed by scorea of
people, as many a8 hall & dozen inquirers listening
%o the inlormation from a Bingie speaker.

On the sidewalk the great Broadway crowd went
past with its usual bustle, and now and then a
woman in plain attire stepped aside from the
etream to read the sign over the steamship’s ofMee
deor, Then, s If uncertain, and dreading to hear
the news she sought, with slow steps she de-
prended the steps leading nto the office, Ap-
proaching the clerk ai the wire-screened desk, she
ssked timidly ;—

“Have you gotalist of the passengers saved
from the steamer that's Jost '

“We have not," replied the clerk In & softened
tone of voice; “but we shall bave it aa soon as It
can be obtained in Halifax and telegraphed to va."

“Ah, dear," righed the woman, “My cousin, o
young girl, Mary Aon Rellly, was comipng over to
Amernca from (ueenstown, and she told me she
was going to sail about the 20th of last month, and
I'm afrald she was coming on that vessel.”

“] think we shall have a jist to-night," replied
the clerk, and the poor woman slowly turned,
passed through the solemn-iaced groups of men,
who stoed in abstracted mood about the office
doors, and slghed again as sle passed Into the
-street and mingled with the thronug that little felt
the deep grief and anxiety that oppressed her,

While the reporter stood among & group outside

A DECENT-LOOKING WOMAN,
‘with a plald shawl and brown dross, eame up the
Stepa from the office holding & bandkerchief to her
eyes and declalming in bitter words against the
company and all ita concerns.

Directing her conversation to the bystanders, she
exclaimed :—

“(, the bloodhounds | they take people’s money
and don't care about their lives, and I call on God
to curse them all, for they’'ve made me a widow 1"

“My dear lady,” Interposed an onlooker, “per-
Taps your husband is saved, He may not be lost,
Hope on until yon hear the worst' He spoke
soothingly, but it was of no avail, and the woman
aised her hands alort and cursed the bullding and
ail within 1t, and then walked away, sobblng and
mumbling her ejaculations of griet.

“Had you any relatives on board 1" asked the

f

reporter of & man who 8t0od bootieasly inquiring
of & clerk for news,

“] had; my brother, James OArrigan, was oa
board," he replied in a voice Of sullen Rorrow,

“How do you know bo was on board ™

“He told me in a lettor T got ton days ago that
he'd sall from Queenstown on tho 20th oo the
White Star steamer Atiantie," reaplied Lhe man,

THARS WELLED IMTO B8 BY RS,

but he bit his ender lip sod seemed W AQUesse
them back.,

“And I had & wife and child on her, I'm nfrald,

too," sald & man who Btood near,

“Do you know that they were p #ail by that
steamer, or by this lne 1 asked the reporter,

“No, not by this steamer, bué I to0ld her (o my
letter to come by the White 8tar line, and she was
to sall about the end of the month."

Later in the aftermoon sn old man reeled in &
drunken condition down tne atepa leading into the
ofMioe, A young man, & friena, evidently, was
trywng to support him, and prevent him from being
beisterons and disorderly.

“No! No! I woan't sit down," gruated the
old man. By God, my brother 8 dhrownded, an'
d——mn their souls, | want to see them about
it. I sent him the money to come over, an' now
he's dead, dead! Oh, I woan't keep still1"

Hia friend got him to sit down, and after a few
minutes of boisterousness the old man went away,
vowing he'd *sell every stitoh of slothea he had and
kesp dhrunk 't{ll his brother came,”

It was strange the effect his maudlin and noisy
grief had upen the domen of quiet people who stood
in mute patience in the eMos. In fact, it seemed to
Ahook them so that thelr sympatby recoiled from
him.

But it was not merely the efficers from whom In-
formation was sought by these people, who dreaded
Lo hear and yet yearned to know whether thelr
kindred were amoug the lost. The reporters were
a8 eagerly buttonholed, for the people fancled that

THE OOMPANY'S OFFICIALS
had given them intelligence which they would not
impart to the friends of passengors.

Scenes like those described above were ol con-
tinual ooccurrence throughout the day; but by in-
quiry among the callers the HERALD reporter found
that not one in fifty of them were at all eortain that
their friends were on board the lost ateamer. They
pimply expected thelr friends would sail about the
time of the Atlantic’'s departure and dreadaed lost
they might have been hapless enougn to embark on
tlus tatal voyage,

AT THE BULLETING

about the newspaper ofMces ever-changing groupa
of people clustered to read the latest brief an-
neuncements from the wreck; but there were few
among these who had iriends or relatives on board.
They were of the great sympathizing masa of hu-
manity and felt appalled at the calamity which had
destroyed as many peaceful lives as an army of
60,000 men would ordinarily lose in killed in an av-
erage day of batttle.

At the hotels, too, among men of business and
“men about town,” all orainary subjects of con-
versation were overshadowed, and the great tople
was this fearful ocean disaster, There were com-
ments of blame against the company and of deep
imprecation ageinst the commander of the ship.
“'His greateat misfortune was that he, too, did not

G0 DOWN WITH HIS VESSEL.
In that event the world's censure wounid have heen
lighter and his crime of neglect would have been
sooner forgotten," sald a gentleman in the ro-
tunda of the Astor House.

‘Yes," remarked his companion, *no matter
what explanation or defence he may have he will
suffer under the disadvancage of being prejudged
everywhere.,

THE AGENT'S OPINIONS.

Mr. Sparks Defenids tho Captain of the
Lost Sgteamer and Expresses His Deep
Regret=The Question of Coal Bapply—
What the Passenger Agent Says.

A reporter of the HERALD called  upon Mr. J.
Hyde Sparks, the New York agent of the company.
This gentieman evidently feit the appalling
weight of the terrible disaster wupon the
future of his herctofore prosperous com-
pany. He secmed to fully Yealize that the
proapects of the White Star line were very much
imperilled by the loss of the Atiantie. It is cur-
rently understood that he is a Iarge stockholder
In the line und that the ruin of the company would
involve a heavy financial loss te him. .

“"What are your Intest advices [rom Halifax
asked the reporter.

Mr. SPARKE—The information which we have re.
ceived to-day has been 80 very meagre that we
know but little more about the disaster than we
did this time last night. It 13 very certain that it
i8 & calamity of the most dreadfol natore. That
one ol our vessels should be so ill-fated as to canse
the loss of 80 many human beings I can hardly
realize as yet. Certain it {s that none deplore the
terrible sacrifice of human life more than our-
selves.

REPORTER—DO you ascribe the disaster to negll-
genge?

Mr. SPARKS—NO, we do not. Captaln Willlams 18
an officer of long experience and o man who in
every way deserves and has reoceived our confl-
dence. He has s good record as an officer, and
never, 8o far as I can bear, has he been charged
with incapacity or neglect of duty. Various theo-
ries—such a8 a temporary derangement of the
compass or 4 dense fog—have already been ad-
vanced ; but for my part | am utgerly at alosa to
account for the calamity., We shall subject Captain
Willlams, ir he 18 alive, to

A MOST THOROUGH INQUIRY

08 soon A8 he arrives elther In Liverpeol or this

city. It s not yet positively known that he is

among the saved, Certaln it Is that he wad
postessed of a great amount of personal courage.

His conduct when an officer on the steamship Re-

public convinced us of what he could ao when it

was necessary. He also received a very flattering
testimonial from the Gulon Company when he left.

RRPORTER—YoOu are, then, in considerable sus-
pense as to the ultimate extent of the disaster?

Mr. BPaREs—The retarn of the steamers Delta
and Lady Head will bring us fuller detalls of the
disaster, together with full lsts of the saved, I
telegraphed our agent in Halifax, Mr. 8. Cunard, to
send all information obtainable,

REPORTER—I8 it true that a doplicate copy of
your passenger list has been sent by mall upon one
of the other steamera?

Mr. 8pargs—I believe it to be the custom of all
lines. We will certainly have a copy of the pas.
senger liste on the steamships Algeria or City of
Montreal. We do net know certainly which vesael
carries it; but until tois document arrives it will
be fmpossibe, I fear, to farnish & full st of the
steernge passengers. The cabin passenger list
came over (rom London this afternoon, and will be
mven to the newspapers. We have learned that
all the ship's papers were loat,

RErorTER—Inve you

HRENT AN AGENT

from this city to the scene of the disaster?

Mr, SrARKS—Yes; we despatched Mr. J. J. Pen-
nell, the whar! superintendent, last night, npon
the firet receipt of the dreadful intelligence. He
has & carte banche order to provide for
the wants of the wmaved, to procure
clothing and  comfortable quarters and
to forward all to any part of the United States or

the Canadsa free ol expense. The agents of the
company sre determined to show by every possible
means yet within their pewer their full realization
of the sorrew and grief which the loss of the At-
lantic hag entalled, It is nothing short of & great
chlumity,

HEPORTER—When may your agent be expectpd to
arrive in Hallfax?

Mr. Sranks—Not before to-morrow (Thuraday),
50 that we do not lovk for any information Irom
him before that time, It {s probable that some of
those saved from the wreck will be in the city by
to-morrow evening. 1 do not know what 1 ean say
further. Certain W 18 that I wish we had Informa-
tion In detall to sppease the clamorings of all
the relatives of the Ul-fated passengers om the
Atlantie,

REPoRTER—Was (t the custom of your company
fo take coal enough on this side 1o make the voyage
to Burope and retorn v

Mr. SPARES—Thin report clreninted yesterday |8
not true. Idesive to authoritatively contradict it,

ment to assistance, Captain

Reronrar—Is (¢ & common occurrenoce for yoar
steamers Lo start with a ahort allowance of coal ?

Mr. Aranxs—On the contrary, on every previous
oogasion

THNRR HAS BERN A SURPLUB OF OOAL

in the steamers of the White Star lne upon thelr
arrival at this port. | am, therefore, unable to un-
deratand how It was that on thls occasion the
supply ran short in eleven days. [Itis, however,
BO ROOOMMON ocourrence for ono Or mMore AteAmors
of eagh Liverpool line to adopt the same course si
that which haa resulted so very fatally in this in-
stance.,

ReporTER—Where will the official inveatigation
into the caudes of the disaster be held?

Mr. 3rarks—In Liverpool, befors the Board of
Trade. The deatruction of the vessel and oargo 18
& secondury cousideracion to ms, The Atlantic s
insured for ngariy her full value, ¢

Rurosvrr—Do you think that there ia any lke.
Ithood what the loas of lie will be greater than re-
portear P

Mr. SpArks—On the contrary, I betleve that It
will be leas. When our agent e Halifax the
aaved will be muatere 1 and their aRmes taken. It
I8 impoasible amid such confusion &3 prevails there
to guess within twenty-Ove or Qfty of the acinal
number saved, [ am in hopea that the number
taken on at Quecnstown was smaller than it (s now
believed to be.

WHAT THE PASSENGER AGENT
BAYS,

Mr, Gartner, the passengor agent of the White
Siar Company, wis visited by » HERALD roporter
yeaterday afternoon. Mr. Gartner appeared deeply
affeoted by the dreadiul disaster, whioh hsd not
only brought such an unexampled destruction of
human Ufe, but threatened to swallow up all the
bright prospects which their company had beiieved
te be in the future. He appearcd to feel thal the
{nterests of hua company were greatly Jeopardized,

“This s certainly a terrible ocalamity, probably
the worat which ever oconrred on the sea," began
Mr, Gartner. “‘We are anxiously awaiting details
irom Halifax." !

“How do you acoount for the veasel belng so short
of coal, aiter an eleven days' trip, in the montha of
March and April?" asked the roporter.

“The ouly explanation which I can make 18 that
the engines had been burning muoch more coal than
usual The usoal daily allowance has been aboat
eighty tons. On this passage, against violent head
winds, the draughs in the furnaces must have been
greatly inoreased, and the coal was consumed very
rapidly. The consumption must have equalled 100
tons per day. There ia no question shas the coal
bunkers were filled before starting. It is absurd
Lo suppose that the company would send a valuable
slilp to aea short of coal."

“What I8 the average timo occupled in the west-
wird passage by vessels of your line at this season
of the year?" asked the reporter.

“From ten o thirteen days. The Atlantie did
not nave leas than eleven hundred tons of coal in
her bunkers, and chis is suficient te complete the
voyage, oxcept in rare cases. As is well known, it
is not an unususl event for vessels to put into
Halifax short’ of coal. There I8 mcarcely a vessel
in auy of the Liverpool lines which has beem
‘running any length of time but has put into Hall-
fax for some reason or other, Including shortness
of coal supply. The present high price of coal In
England did not have anything whatever to do
with the apparent shortness of the aupply. Isit
probable that we would jeopardize our property 8o
greatly for the sake of a few pounds sterling, to be
saved by buying coal at Hallfax to complete the
voyage?"

“Was the Atlantic, from what yom can learn,
over-crowded with passengers "' nsked the re-
porter.

“Not at all," said Mr. Gartoer. *“‘One thonsand
ateerage passengers are frequently carried on our
veasels. In Maot, there I8 scarcely any large steam-
shlp which will not accommodate that many or
mm!l

CAPT. WILLIAMS AS AN OFFICER.

Having learned that Capiain J. A, Willlams, of
the Lli-fated steamsahip Atlantic, had formerly been
in the employ of the Williams & Ouion Steamship
Company, & reporter of the HEmALD calied upon
Mr. Cortis, the passenger agent of that line.

“Did you know Captain Willlams ?"" the reporter
asked.

“Yea, quite Intimately. When in port he was al-
waya a welcome guest at my house,’ replied Mr
Cortis., “It was not until my return from Europe,
after a visit, that 1 learned that Captaln Willlams
had left the employ of our company. Personally,
1 do not know why he left the company."

“When did he first enter the service of your
line " anked the HERALD reporter.

‘He began about 1865 or 66 as Chief OfMeer of the
Manhattan, under Captain Price. This was the
first vessel sent out by our company, and Captain
Willlams had previously served in the National line.
He became captain of the Manbattan as soon as
Captain Price was transierred to the Colorade.
Mr, Willlams a8 & commanding oflicer gave great
satlsfaction."

““Hew was be llked by the passengers !’ asked
the reporter.

“He was well liked, so far aa I could see, I
crossed the Atlantlc with Captan Willlams, and I
believed him to be an eMelent oMcer. Dr. Helland
Wis on the same voyage, and spoke in the highest
terms of his ability,” replied Mr, Cortis.

“Do you know him to be & sober man ! asked
the reporter.

“As 1 sald before, he has dined in ‘my house
frequently,' said Mr. Cortis; “hbe would not even
take a glasa of wine at my table. 1 believe that
the stories circulated regarding Captain Williams
being an (ntemperate man are maliciously un-
troe."

““Was he acoolheaded officer in the presence of
asnger?' asked the reporter.

“I have never seen him on severe trial," said
Mr. Cortls; “but his actions, while serving as
Becond OMoeer on the White Star steamer Repub-
lie, about one year ago, when she narrowly es-
caped being lost at sea in o terrible gale,
are sufiiclent guarantee of hkis courage.
All  the Dboata wers broken into pieces,
and it was universally admitted that Captain
Williams, by his many acts of daring, saved the
vessel. By belng thrown from one side of the
deck to the otber he had his leg broken in two
places, and remained in St. Luke's Hospital until
June last, when he was made Firat Officer on a ves-
sel of the line. The disaster 18 very appalling, but
when it {8 consldered how many vesscls cross the
Atlantic 1t 18 wonderful so few are lost.”

THE OFFICIAL TELEGRAMS FROM
THE WRECE.

The following telegrams to the New York ofMoces
of the White Star Steamship Company coutain all
the oMcial information received by them :—

FIRST DESPATOR
recelved from Halifax—*Steamer ashore at
Meagher's Head, near Prospect, thirty miles henee,

Stated w be Atlsutic, of White Star line, from
Liverpool bound to New York. Steamer and tug

arewned."
AECOND DRAPATCH.

“(overnment hus sent steamship Lady Aead, and
&u&ud'u Tthe [i:l:: ﬁownbt:»\llimtlc. he will be &

wreek, e number of pussengers stated
lost. Particulars when received."
THIRD DESPATCH.

““Brady, third oMcer, arrived, reporta making the
port shiort of ceal. Heavy gale with rain. strook
on Meagher's Head, Oape Prospect, at two o'cluck
this morning. Had pearly 1,000 passengers on

3 100 drowned, 250 saved, but no women and
children ; Chiel OMoer Aup| d tobe jost; ship a
total wreek, cargo 'ﬁll.l on i none afloat ; may
be partially saved.

FOURTI DREPATON,

“Nothing in the shape of documents saved from
the steamship Atlantie. Wil get a st if possible
on the return of the steamer. List of cabin pas-
sengers lorwarded,"

WHAT THE PEOPLE THINEK,

Among the Steamship Men—What
Promiment Agents of KEuropean Lines
Say—What They Think of the Atian-
tie's Supply of Coal=Interesting and
Important Statements.

Yigitiug the ofloed of Lhe several sigamsdly coms

and First Oomoer |

panica in the same trade as the White Btar une, it
was found that, from the gentlemanly agents down
to the youngeat employé, the aad accident to the
Atisntic was the absorbing toplo of oonversation.
Among them all, with but ome or two exceptions,
the greatest sympalhy was expressed for the un-
fortunate company aud (or the loas of such a veasel
and 80 many gools.

In propeunding questions that would draw from
prominent persons belonging o these ocompanies
theirreasons fer the appalling disasler, (t was found
thatan evident disinclination existed among the ma-
jority to Ray mueh, they arguing that it would not be
in good taste under the circumsatances, and, though
the cause might not be the ssme, accidents of like
nature might ocour Lo their own sleamehipa.

The firat gentioman q d upon the subject
holds an important position on one¢ ol the largest
European lines, and he said, In substanoe, that the
disaster was the most extraorainary and lo-
explicable thing he ever heard ol. [t was a
mystery that the steamer, assuming the Third
OmMcer's story aa published in thie HERALD yeater-
day morning to be correct, should be

BENT TO SRA
on a twelve days' voyage with ten days' supply of
coal. At this season of the year and in the Winter,
when adverss winds are expected, 1t was the
custom of the ine to which he (8 conneeted to
give thelr ships elghteen and twenty days’ supply
of coal, and during the Summer montha fliitesn
days'. Though the majority of the companies have
contracts o furnish their ships all the coal neces-
sary, these in many Instances have been disre-
garded by the contracting parties, as the
advanced priee of the (nel, within the
past few months, has made hankrupts of
them, and diMculty has been experienced, In some
casen, in obtaining the quantity desired just before
salling. Whether this was 80 or not with the At-
lantic the interviewed gentleman ceuld mot tell,
and he wonid await the oMcial (nveatigation sure
to be made in England. Yet he would say thas
the whole affair was a puzale, and he could not
possibly assign any reason why the officers’ reck-
onmg should bhe so famlty, and thought it inexpli-
cable that Qaptaln Williams shonld be asleep just
at a time when his serviees were the most re-
quired on deck,
THE NEXT GENTLEMEN CALLED UPON

held a poaition similar to the above, and has vast ex-
perience in the ocean trade, the line with which he
18 connected being one of the first in the business.
In the matter of furnishing their steamers with
coal, he sald that their slower vesscls always
received in coming this way sixteen days’

supply and the faster ones fourteen
daya’. It was the experience of their
company In Europe that the: supply

of coal was very limited, and they had recently
been compelied to send their own vessels to Cardid
in order to obtain the neceasary quantity to give
their many steamers. This gentleman further sald
that late Tueaday evening, when the news of the
disaster waa first received, he knew that the White
Star Line gentlemen in this city theorized that it
was not the limited sapply of coal that caused the
Atlantic to be headed tor Halifax, but rather that
BOMPBTHING HAD 0ONE WEONG

with the vessel's machinery, and that was the only
available port. It was hardly fair to charge the
White Star Company with meanness in supplying
their vessel with fuel, as the absence of the Atlan-
tle trom this port, in addition to the first great loas
sustained, 18 & datly deficit of £350 to £300. Yet it
had been his fear and the fear of many of
hie friends that the way the veasels of the
White Star Line were pushed for the purpose
of making tast trips must one day result in some
terrible calamity, and though his regret was of
the keenest nature he was net sarprised to hear
what befell the Atlantie. Witk the machinery of &
steamshlip, as with everything else, there isa lmit
to which it ean be worked, and a constant, terrible
Btrain, such as waa the case with many of the ves-
sels of the line in questien, must result in & break-
down, and it was not yet certain that this did not
ooeur, causing Captain Williams to seek safety in
Halifax harbor.

Btill another gentleman of a different line was
then called upon, and as he has all the control 1n
New York of a fleet of the largest steam clippera
that ply the Atlantic s opinion is of impertance.
To him the disastér was most appalling and his
sympathy was extended to the company, but

HE CONDEMNED CAPTAIN WILLLAMS,

as when approaching a dangerous coast at night,
with a thousand gouls in his charge, he should not
have been asleep, but at his post on the bridge;
and ahould the charge of the saved third officer in
this respect be true the captain should be tried for
manslaughter and transported. The coal now ob-
tained in Europe lor steamship consumptien was
much Inferior to what it used to be, sixty tons a
few months ago being equal for ateaming
purposes to elghty tons now. There was plenty
to be had If the price asked was pald; but prudent
officers now sent a larger supply than ever before,
because of its inferior quality. With the vessels of
the line which he eontrola there was always sup-
plied them in Winter twenty days' consumption
and in Bummer seventeen days', and daring eight
years bnt one of their vessels had been compelled
to put into Halifax for fuel. He felt that
the loss of many ocean steamers was due to
the negligence of the -cemmanding officer, and it
was & pity that some of them should not be made
to feel the strong hand of the law. It was time now
to begin in this wise.

Other agents were visited, and the gist of their
gtories regarding the cause of the disaster were
alike to the above. Yet some of them would not
express an opinion until they could hear further
from the scene of the disaster.

THE FATAL COAST.

The disaster waa yesterday almost the only topic
of discussion among the sealaring men who con-
gregate about the feot of Burling slip, East River,
and many and sage were the opinions expressed
about the terribie losa of a great vessel and seven

hundred human lives. A HERALD reporter was on:

duty thereabouts and listened with interest to the
current talk which issued from the graf lips of the
bronzed seamen whom he met near the steps of
the omice of the Pliot Commission. One of the
owners of these was the skipper of a brig which 18
now lying at pler No. 3 East River and is named
enphoniously The Crescent. He had about bim
the unmistakable jolly air of the chief in command
of & saucy craft, and wore slouched over his eye-
brows & heavy tarpaulin hat, on his shoulders a
loosely-fitting, antiquated coat of & yellow hue and
on his feet a pair of hage cowhide top boots. He
invited the reporter good-naturedly to follow hlm,

and
LED THE WAY WITH A BOLLING GAIT

down through the crowd on South street and the
jam of drays and people at the foot of Broad street
to the dock where his vessel was lying, and jumped
on board with a mmble step. The hold was being
gtuffed with freight by the crew, consisting of two
men and three or four brown-faced boys. The visitor
penetrated with apprehensive thoughts a narrow
and dark companion-way lnto the cabio, a low
and close compartment, the walls, oelling
and floor of which seemed covered with grease.
The atmosphere was close and stifiing, and the
rude signs of the disordered occapancy of men
impressed an 1dea of the hardships of the life which
they led. The bunks were open and the bedclothes
upon them were of a Oithy description. Two of the
erew had just risen and were pulling on their
boots, and wore a very sleepy appearance, They
quickly went out and the skipper asked the re-
porter to seat himsell on a stove, which he did, and
began to state the reason of his coming. He then
firet noted that the “skipper's’ right cye was In
deep monrning.
INTERVIEW WITIH A COASTWISE SKIPPER.

“1 caught o bad cold in my eye," sald he.

“] want to ask you," sald the reporter, “whether
you can give me any ldeas regarding the natare of
the coast of Nova Scotia, west of Hallfax?t"

UWal, yes, 1ought ter, as 1 run up in that 'alr
direotton most o' the time, It's purty dangerous,
and needs an experienced hand at the helm."

“What about Prospect Cape or Mar's Head?! Is
there o light there "

“No; the rocka are dangerous and sharp, and
ocean stemmera very soldom get im this vicinity
unless they're short of coak'

“What color Lus the Light of Cape Sampra?

“That light is red. The nearest Hght weat of Lt is
on Iron-Bound lsland." _

The skipper went into bis reom and brought forth
an admiralty chart, on which he traced with his
bony finger thé course that would be taken by the
mariner in entering Halfax harbor, aud the dan-
gers which lay by the way. ‘

“The best mark to be Mllowed In mak-
lng the ontrance I8 Sambro Lighthouse, on
& small lsland off the cape, on the weatern
Alde of the harbor, latitude 44 degrees 30 minutes
and longitude 63 degrees 32 minutes. The light is
210 feot above the level of the sea. A detachment
of artiliery are always stationed there with two
twenty-four-pounders, and when the weather ia
rough they fire at regular intervals to warn ap-
proaching vessels of sheir position.”

‘Whnat do you chink waa the reason of the Atlan-
tio not taking the right direction in ahore 1"

“SHE MUST HAVE LOST HER WAT,
and the weslher must have been too rough for any
Hlghts to have been seon, The light on Cape Sam-
bro cannot be seen At & greater distance than fif-
teen milea in the olearest weather, and in a hase 1t
could not be seen at all at half that distance."

The skipper and the reporter slowly greped ont
of the cabin and parted on the deéck. The latter
then wended his way back to Burling sllp and into
the office of the Pilotage Commission, at the corner
of Bouth street. Here he found Captain George W.
Blunt engaged in looking at an Immense chart of
the Nova Scotis coast, whioh was stretched ous
upon & table, After recelving him the Captain
picked up the traln of his thoughta and uttered
them aloud shusly :—

“Why, sir, in regard to' this'accident, I don't
think that any navigator, hewever good he may be in
his solence and experience, oan tell where he ls on
& stormy nightlike that of Monday by an observa-
tion takem on the day before; and I don't think
the captadn of & veasel should be below (in any case
when she ia thirty miles from land and |8 heading
in shore. His position should be on devk."

“What about the report that

THEY BAW A LIGHT
which they supposed to be that of the Sambro
Lighthouse?'"

“There 1a no proot that they saw the light. It (s
probable that they depended altogether upen their
observations ef latitude and longitede, the uncer-
tainty of which must at this season of the year be
very great. The atmespherie refraction 18 apt to
put the instruments in fault by at least a variation
of ten miles, and he is & good navigator who makea
his position out so nearly as that. When a ship is
heading toward land, end within thirty miles of
it, bhe should feel his way very cauntiously
and have a good man at the lookout.” Turning te
the map—*Now, this coast is very dangerons. Ido
not think that there is sny light at Mar's Head. If
there is one It must have been placed there since
the publication of the charts which I have, and In
all probability It must have been diferent from
one in such cloge proximity as that of Cape Sam-
bre, which I8 fixed and white, so that they could
be emsily distinguished. The next light te the
Sambro Light on the chart {8 twenty miles to the
weatward, and |8 red.”

THE JAUSH OF THE CATASTROPHE,

“To what from your knowledge of the coast wonld
you attribote this catastrophe

*Of course I would not like to say much on that
point until we are possessed of fuller facts, ButI
think the cause must have been (n the too great
confidence of the captain in his kmowiedge of his
position. No master of a ship has o right to be be-
low in such an emergency.”

“Can you remember the circumsatances of any
Antpwrecks which have ocourred in that locality 1

“I think it was in '53 that the Humboldt ran on
the rocks off Cape 3ambro. Captain Lyons, an ex-
perienced and very clever officer, was in command,
and they put into Halifax for coal. A man boarded
her clalming to be a pilot. Captaln Lyons asked
him for hia license, and he sald he had ler it
ashore. The Captain hsd at flrst missrusted him,
and he was now about to take the command from
him, when the ship struck and went down. The
pliot turned out to be a flsherman, and he caused
the underwriters n loas of $750,000."

The reporter bid the (aptain goodby, and, soon
afterwards, called npon Messrs. Willlama & Guion,
at théir oMce if-waill street, in whese employ the
master of the fial wessel had formerly been.
They gave him a very good reputation, saying that
he haa had command of four of their steamships—
the Manhattan, Nevads, Colorado and Wisoonsin.
He began a8 a junior officer, and won his way up
to the highest positien.

AT THE MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE.

The universal theme of conversation at the
Merchants' Exchange yesterday was the terrible
disaster. Crowda gathered there to learn, if pos-
sible, additional news from Halifax, and many who
have been speculating for several days pasat
upon the probable great advance in gold
forgot even thelr iInfatuation in the feel-
ing of universal sympathy for nearly
700 familles who this night mourn for the dead.
Telegrams were received at the ship news depart-
ment during the day and were read with all the
avidity which characterized the reports of battles
during the late war. Men who are usoally
seen rushing pell-mell through the crowd
walked slowly yesterday. The universal feel-
ing seemed to be—“This {8 terrible!" Much

TOE BAME SHUDDER

went throngh the community some weeks since
when the Northfeet waa lost, but her passengers
weré bound to far-off Australls amd their
desth did not s0 sensibly affect Amerl-
cans. This disaster, however, ia nearer home.
These people, whose bodies were yesterday being
tossed ashore by the waves, would, In o few hours
more, have landed at our wharves, aod their num-
ber would have been added to those lsts showing
the great increase in the nation's popalation.

AT THE EXCHANGE.

At the Shipping Exchange, the Pilot Cemmis-
sloners’ oMce and In the numerous shipping omMces
along South and West streets the loas of the Atlan-
tic was the universal theme of conversation. The
comments which were made upon the manage-
ment of the vessel and the actions of the Captain
on the fatal night were not favorable to the officers
of the steamer.

WHAT NEW YORE MOURNS,

A Bridal Party Swallowed with the
Wreck=The Merritt Family Loste
Brothers and Sisters Dying Together=
Ome of the S8aved Heard From=—Anxzious
Hearts Inquiring for Expected Ones.

A reporter of the HERALD was despatohed to find
out the particulars concerning citizens of New York
city who were lost on the wreeck of the Atlantic.

The first persons inquired about were the fmily
of the Merritts, Mr, James 8. Merritt and his wife
and slater, who restded In Thirty-fifth street, and
Misa Scrimser, formerly living with her famlly in
Forty-fifth atreet, were all loat tegether. The tale
of this family 1s & pecullarly sad one., Mr. Merritt
was & bachelor of about forty yeara of age. He
came to reside in this clty some three years
ago from Poughkeepsie, where he had formerly
lived a8 o merchant., He was a man of means and
frequented the best society of the city. He became
aequainted with Miss Mary Scrimser in this man-
ner, and proposed marriage and was ncoepted. On
the 2d of April, 1873, just one year ago, the ‘couple
were married, and 1or shelr wedding tour went to
Eugope In the identical vessel 1in  which
they since met thelr terrible death. While in
Europe they visited all the Continental countries
and about slx months ago returned to Parls,
where Mr. Merritt wrote Inviting his sister, Miss
Merritt, and Miss Annle Bcrimser, 8 sister of his
wife's, to join them. The two young ladies started
off alone, also by & vessel of the White Star line,
and arrived in Paria in safety. The ramily, then
conalating of four persons, started out together
agaln, visiling Italy, and fnally arrived back in
London, writing to the family here their proposed
return by the Atlantle. They did as they propesed
and left Liverpool by that steamer. They all met
denth In the same manner, and by this sudden
ealamity the family of the Merritta 18 wiped out as
1t were in one blow. Mra. Merritt and Miss Annle
Sorimaar. both dagauters of the well-known drr

| goods merchans, are ssid tobave beon tadies
personal

of
snd acoompiishmenis,
known by & very
acquaintances In this city,
will hear of this terrible ending with tbhe
greater sorrow ¢hat their youth and beauty would
seem to have promised along career of joy and
bappiness in this iife, Misa Merritt was a listle

who have been 10gs in the Atlantlo no one's story

is prebably s0 sad @& ene &s thus. It was the frat

trip dny of them had made to Europe. A brother

of Mrs. Merritt (Mr. Schrimser) scarted for Halllax

88 soon &8 the news of the anipwreck had arrived.
MR. JOHN PRICE.

Mr- John Price, who was also a cabin passenger
In the Atiantic, 18 one of the lest. He wan & lawyer,
and hag his oMce at 161 Broadway, in this olty, and
lived near Mount Vernon, in Westcheater county,
Two ladiea (one of them Miss Brodie, mentioned
among the loss) were In hia charge, aund all three
have gone down with the hundreds of others. Mr.
Price had been about eight months in Europe
and the two Iadies & somewhat lesser
time, Mr. Price wasa well known as & lawyer (n
this city. He had been connected with William M.
Tweed and Cornelins Carson in eatablishing the
Eastchester Bank, at Mount Vernon, and was one
of the directors of the bank antil just before he left
for Burope. When he arrived at the determination
of returning here by the Atlantio he sems
& message cable to' his home stating
that such was his intentlion, and the two ladies
requested that prayers might bo offered et
the Episcopal churches of Mount Vernon and
Tuckahoe for tholr safe arrival. This was done om
several ocoasions; but a mysterions Providemoe
hes chosen otherwise than to grant them, and the
three persons have met their andden death like the
many hundred others who perished together.
When the news of the dissster same to the house
Mr. Price’s slater was taken with an sttack of heart
disease, from which she will prebably never re-
cover, Mr. Price’s mother, aged elghty-eight, was
almost killed by the shoek.

THE ROSE SISTERS.

On Tuesday evening 8 young gentioman of pre.
possessing appearance and evidently Iaboring
under strong emotion was anxiously asking news
of the fate ef the Atlantic at the clerk's oMoce of
the Fifth Avenue Hotel, When questioned about
the strong interest he seemed to evinoe in the fate
of the wvessel, he sald that he was the
brother of two @gistera who were on board
the Atlantie. The particulars of the losa of
the vessel were not known at that time, and the
anxiety of the young man Was something very
palnful to behold. It proved that his name was
Mr. Jamea Rose, and the two slaters he was ingqulr-
ing about so anxiously were the two Misses Rose
whose fate has since become certain, The
family was in good oclroumstances, and the
two young ladies had gone over under the charge
of another family. They became homesick and
wished to return Immediately, however, and they
were put under the Captaln's charge by thewr
friends. Both were very young and very accom-
plished. Buch a death ia a terrible bereavement to
the family, for it leaves no daughter in the home

cirole,
ME. JOIN BRINDLEY.

Mr. John Brindiey was the purchasing agent of
E. & J. Willets & Co., 44 Barclay street. He rep-
resented the firm in Bursiem, Staferdshire, Eng-
land, There his wife and his children reside. By
this time they will have learned of the sad fte ef
their kindest and best friend. He parted with a
smile, with & thousand kisses, ‘“soon to return,”
and now they will never see him again.

One of the Passongers Saved.

Mr. AdoifJugla was one of the cabin passengers ol
board the Atlantic. He 18 a son of the glove manao-
facturer of Broadway, Mr. D. Jugia. The son had
been at the head of the branch in Paris, and had
been jolned lately by his father (n that eicy, Mr.
Tranttet being left in charge of the businesa here.

A day  Dbefore the Atlantic sailed &
telegraphic despatch was @sent that Mr.
Adolf Jugla was to safl by the Atiautie.

‘When the news of the wreck came the part ef the
family which was In this eity maturally feit the
greatert anxiety as te the fate of the non of the
house, more particularly as he was announced in
the afternoon despatches as having been ene of
thoss who were dead. Then the grielf knew no
bounds. At seven o'clock in the evening, how-
ever, a despatch came rom Hallfax. It ran aa
follows :—

Laaved. Wil femain o of thres days longer
ved. remsin two or
Have telegraphed to Paris.

ADOLF JUGLA.

Half an hour afterwardas came & second de.
spatoh :—

Send gold draft for $100 to Halifax Hotel.
JUGLA.

Naturally these telegrams diffused the lvellesy
joy among the family, who in true French style
celebrated the happy news by a little entertain-
ment. It appears that Mr. A. Jugla is only twenty-
two years of age and alresdy has seen a good desl
of life, He fought in the frst slege of Paris
and was also shuot up in the devoted
eity during the Commune. This was his
first trip across the Atlantic, and It came very near
being his lnst. He escaped, it appears from & sab-
sequent despatch, by hanging in the ngging and
was taken ashore by fishing smacka. He lost every-
thing he had in the world, and among them an ex-
tensive stock of goods. He will be In the olty on
Sunday morning,

Fears for Expected Voyagers.

During the day a large number of persons, prob-
ably a thousand, called at the company's offies
and inquired after their friends. Among the call-
ers were :—

John McGrath, of Fourteenth street and Eighth
avenue, who expects his brother, Patrick MoGrath,
of Dublin. i

Mary Keogh, who expects her cousin Bridget
Mary Brown.

Patrick Fogerty expects his father, who was
here before, and his sister Annie with two chil
dren,

James Day, of Brookiyn, expects Bridget Day.

Henry Smith, of Atlantic avenue, Brooklyn, ex-
pects Thomas Magulire, of Dublin,

James Murphy, of S8eventy-fourth street, called
to inquire atter his sister-in-law, Agnea Rogers, of
Liverpool, and her two children,

Mr. C. Kempf, of Hudson, expecta Mr. H. Weill
and his son John.

Theodore Katzer, of 241 Rivington street, expecta
Theodore S8auer snd three chilaren, named Hubert,
Theodore and Olara.

James Henry 18 expeoted by lis cousin, Pat-
rick Henry, of 257 Bowery.

Abraham Wrigley, of 532 West Forty-third street,
expects Willlam Taylor, who resided at Newark,
where he carried on a gutta percha manufactory.
He left three months ago for Europe, leaving his
two children here,

Jane Lynch, of Cortiandt street, expects her

nephew, John Myles, aged e‘lﬁllamn. His sister, re-
slding on Staten In!nn;‘ I8 Esnln.

David Calvert, of rson, N. J., called and
atated that his wife and & five-year-old child were on
board, 'I'he poor man I8 nearly distracted,

Mr. Henry 8. Howltt, of the firm of W. J, Best
& Co., of ¢48 Nroome atreet, was to sall from Liver-
pool on the 20th of last monih, unless advised to
the contrary. No such advices were' seut, and It
is feared that he was on the lil-fated steamer,

A young man employed by John Mott & Co., mer-
chants, ns  salesman, saved his money and sent
for Iiis father, mother, two slsters and a brother,

d fears that they embarked on the Atlantie.

Andrew Buckley, of Hoboken, sent for his wife
and chiid from Liverpool, and says he s almost cer-
taln that they were passengers on the lost veasel,

There are alao expected Julis Collins, Elizs
Welsh, Mary Backley, Gustav Podoll, August Kiatt
and John lor.

CRIMINAL CUPIDITY,

Culpable Negligence and Disregard for
Prudenee Charged on the Managers eof
the White Star Line—Safely Sacrificed
to Hpeod=Former KEKxperience Recks=

lessly Ignored.

NeEw York, April 2, 1873,
To THR EPITOR OF THE HERALD {—

Your editororial in this days’ paper In rogard to
the less of the steamship Atlantic will awaken &
feeling of inquiry and of indignation which should
have been excited long ago. My business compeis

me 10 WAke GQPAciaons of jleamglio vorpecs. and

=



